
Cape Meares Lake – Before - August 7, 2024

Cape Meares Lake 
Before and After 

ProcellaCOR Herbicide Treatment

Observations and Lake photos by Wendy Burroughs October 2024



• Slides from ODFW 
Presentation May 
2023



Slides from ODFW Presentation May 2023



Slides from ODFW Presentation May 2023



On July 13, 2023, OFW 
Assistant District Fish Biologist 
Mike Sinnott and the 
contractor were prepared to 
treat Cape Meares Lake and 
were surprised to find "the 
Eurasian watermilfoil seems to 
be all but absent... It is very 
strange being as the lake has 
been infested with this plant 
for the past 4 years (including 
in March 2023 when we had the 
survey done) that it is now 
suddenly absent; neither OFW 
nor the contractor has seen 
anything like this before." OFW 
postponed the treatment, as 
there were not enough milfoil 
plants to make it effective at 
this time.”



August 5, 2024, CMCA was notified that the herbicide treatment 
would be conducted throughout the entire lake on August 7, 2024. 



Eurasian Watermilfoil
PRESENT Before 
Treatment August 2024 
ABSENT September 2024 



BEFORE – Non-native Lily Pad – June 29, 2022 AFTER – Same cluster of Lily Pads – September 21, 2024



Native Lily Pads - BEFORE – July 18, 2022 Same Location – AFTER- September 13, 2024 



Native Lily Pads – AFTER - September 17, 2024



Floating-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton 
natans) -  BEFORE – May 20, 2024 

AFTER – Native Floating-leaved 
Pondweed Native Pond Weed is ABSENT 
in lake and still green and growing in 
wetland - September 2024  

ProcellaCOR_EC is a specialized family-specific aquatic 
herbicide that targets Eurasian Watermilfoil and will not 
affect native aquatic plants. (ODFW May 2023)



Native Pondweed 
PRESENT BEFORE

Native Pondweed ABSENT 
AFTER September 21, 2024



No Chemical Treatment in 
Wetland.  Native Pondweed and 
muskrat still thriving in Wetland 
September 2024 



October 3, 2024,  new leaves come to the 
surface pondweed plants. 



BEFORE – October 13, 2023 AFTER - September 11, 2024

ODFW did not repeat mapping of 
aquatic weeds in 2023 or 2024. 
Personal observations by Wendy 
Burroughs to ODFW “My 
observations are that currently the 
Eurasian watermilfoil are not the 
predominant aquatic plant species 
in the lake. There are three elodea 
species that have taken over in 
places that were dominated by 
milfoil in prior years.” 



Large mats of floating Elodea plants are prominent BEFORE 
and AFTER treatment. This is photo is AFTER treatment 
September 17, 2024. Top layer is dead material with green 
tendrils underneath. This was the predominant plant in the 
lake in Spring/Summer 2024.



Another Elodea Species- AFTER – September 17, 2024



Elodea species remain AFTER treatment September 2024



AFTER-Green Algae growing on decaying Elodea – September 17-21, 2024
Not present at this location BEFORE



AFTER - Dead Elodea at Boat Launch 
pushed to shore by the wind.

AFTER – Dead fish by boat launch – 
September 17, 2024



Reason For Treatment 
1) Improve angler access and opportunity

The absence of Eurasian watermilfoil has not 
resulted in improved angler access at Bayocean 
Road. Fishing line and boat motor-tangling 
aquatic plants are still present in September 2024 
. 



Reason for Treatment 
2) Improve boater 
access and safety

September 2024 large areas of the lake still have floating and rooted 
plants that impede boat access. The treatment fails to address 
other existing entanglement hazards such as submerged logs and 
branches. 



Reason for Treatment 
3) Improve lake health and protect native plant species

ODFW  intends to return in the spring of 2025 to conduct post 
treatment monitoring. The presence/absence and distribution of 
Eurasian Watermilfoil is not an adequate assessment of lake 
health. ODFW has made no commitment to monitoring lake 
water quality or other elements of lake health. 

If there is to be real assessment and monitoring of  “lake health” the Cape 
Meares Community will need to take the lead to establish assessment and 
monitoring parameters, partners, and funding.



Reason for Treatment 
4) Improved Maintenance

ODFW is responsible for 
maintaining the outflow 
structure from Cape Meares 
Lake to Tillamook Bay.





October 2024 ODFW Installed educational 
signage at boat launch and dock as part of the 

planned outreach education.



Good News! If you get out on the lake you will see wildlife and signs of 
wildlife.  A keen observer may get a glimpse of the beaver at the lodge. 







Miriam Fultz





October 14, 2024 – The 
CMCA Lake Study Project 
was approved by the CMCA 
Board of Directors.

Phase One: Describe how 
the Lake functions and 
gain understanding of 
stakeholder perspectives. 
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